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NIH is the steward of medical and 
behavioral research for the Nation.  Its 
mission is science in  pursuit of 
fundamental knowledge about nature 
and behavior of living systems and 
the application of that knowledge to 
extend healthy life and reduce the 
burdens of illness and disability.

NIH Mission
_____________________



NSF VisionNSF Vision

Enabling the nationEnabling the nation’’s futures future
through discovery, learningthrough discovery, learning

and innovation.and innovation.

NSF-3



• Ideas - Discovery across frontiers and 
connections in service to society

• People - A diverse, internationally 
competitive and globally-engaged 
workforce

• Tools - Accessible, state-of-the-art 
information bases and shared tools

NSF’s Strategic Goals



• Supports education and training
at all levels 

• Promotes public understanding of 
science, engineering and math  

• Ensures a world-class science, 
engineering and technology workforce 
for the U.S.

National Science Foundation



Proposal Submission

NSF
• Online FastLane
• 15 Pages
• 2 Target Dates
• Suggested Reviewers

-Names & addresses
-Email addresses

NIH
• mail
• 25 Pages
• 3 Deadlines



NSF

• Advisory Panels
• Ad Hoc Reviews

NIH

• Study Sections

Review System
________________________



NSF in a Nutshell

• Independent Agency

• Supports basic 
research & education

• Uses grant mechanism

• Low overhead; highly 
automated

• Discipline-based 
structure

• Cross-disciplinary 
mechanisms

• Use of Rotators/IPAs

• National Science Board



National Science Foundation
Director   Deputy Director

Directorates
• Biological Sciences
• Computer & Information Science &

Engineering
• Education & Human Resources
• Engineering
• Geosciences
• Mathematical & Physical Sciences
• Social, Behaviorial & Economic    
Sciences

Offices
• Budget, Finance & Award Management
• Information & Resource Management

Office of the Director

• Legislative & Public  
Affairs 

• Equal Opportunity
Programs

• General Counsel
• Integrative Activities
• Polar Programs

National Science Board Office of 
Inspector 
General



The “New Look”



Serving R&E Folks As Usual…

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/research_edu_community.jsp


…But Now, the Public Too



News and Discoveries
A.K.A. Success Stories

http://www.nsf.gov/news/
http://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/


Division of Integrative 
Organismal Biology (IOB)

CLUSTERS:
Behavioral Systems

Developmental Systems

Environmental & Structural Systems

Functional & Regulatory Systems



Merit Review Criteria

• Intellectual merit
• Broader impacts

NSF invests in the best ideas from the most 
capable people, determined by competitive

merit review.



Criterion 1:
Intellectual Merit

• Advancing knowledge and 
understanding within and across 
fields

• PI Qualifications 
• Creativity and originality
• Conceptualization and organization
• Resources



Criterion 2:
Broader Impacts

• Discovery while promoting teaching 
and training 

• Underrepresented groups 
• Infrastructure for research and 

education 
• Scientific and technological 

understanding through dissemination
• Benefits to society



NSF Funding Decisions
________________________
• Program Directors

–High Impact
–PI Career status
–Program portfolio
–PI’s other support
– Impact on Institution/State
–Diversity & Educational Impact
–Programmatic Consideration
–Launching vs. Maintaining
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Elizabeth Bell Anuradha Singh
Program & Technology Analyst                  Science Assistant

Division of Integrative Organismal Biology
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